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Basic Traffic Stops 
Course  
Law 
Enforcement I 
 
Unit XII 
Traffic Stops 
 
Essential 
Question 
How does an 
officer perform 
a safe and 
effective traffic 
stop? 
  
TEKS  
§130.293(c)          
(14)(A)(B)(C) 
   
Prior Student 
Learning 
The difference 
between 
probable cause 
and reasonable 
suspicion 
 
Estimated 
time  
5 to 7 hours 

Rationale 
Traffic stops are a vital part of an officer’s daily responsibilities.  They are also 
the second leading cause of officer deaths in the line of duty. It is necessary 
for an officer to be able to perform a traffic stop effectively and safely. 
 
Objectives 
The student will be able to: 

1.  Define an accurate traffic stop. 
2.  Demonstrate safe and effective mock traffic stops. 
3.  Evaluate peer traffic stop performance. 

 
Engage 
Use the following questions for class discussion: 
Who has ever been pulled over?  How nervous were you?  What do you think 
the officer was looking for and doing during the encounter?  How was Ted 
Bundy caught? (He was caught by an officer initiating a traffic stop.) 
 
Key Points 
I. Before the Traffic Stop the Officer 

A. Observes a violation 
B. Responds to a call involving criminal activity and finds the suspect 

vehicle 
C. Has a reasonable suspicion 
D. Picks a safe spot to initiate a traffic stop 
E. Turns on the lightbar  
F. Dispatches information over the radio 

1. Location 
2. License plate 
3. Anything else dispatch may need to know 
4. Number of occupants 
5. Color and type of car 
6. Unusual and/or suspicious activity 

G. Positions the vehicle 
1. To the left of the violator 
2. Turned towards the left 

H. Observes the occupants, looking for unusual movement 
I. Shines a spotlight into the center of the vehicle or the driver's side 

mirror, if performing the traffic stop at night  
J. Remembers the importance of keeping the element of surprise 
K. Uses various approaches when necessary 

 
II. During the Stop the Officer 

A. Approaches the violator 
1. Moves toward the violator quickly 
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2. Looks for oncoming traffic before exiting the vehicle 
3. Confirms the possession of all essential equipment  flas li  t  

notepa   pen  etc    
4. Checks the trunk 
5. Stands at an advantageous position (behind or in front) 

B. Contacts the violator using the 7 Step Method 
1. Greets and shows identification 
2. States the violation that was committed 
3. Asks for the  river’s i entification 
4. States an action before it is taken 
5. Takes the stated action 
6. Explains what the violator must do 
7. Leaves 

C. Maintains sight of the violator’s  an s 
D. Looks for weapons or contraband in plain view 
E. Obtains 

1. Driver's license or identification card 
2. Correct information, avoiding the name game  
3. Proof of insurance 

F. Returns to the patrol vehicle 
G. Runs the information 
H. Writes the ticket, confirms the warrant, etc. 
I. Gives a verbal warning or writes a ticket 

1. Returns to the violator and gives a warning or ticket 
2. Says  “You are receiving a ticket.” 
3. Does not say, “I am  ivin  you a ticket.” 
4. Thanks the violator for exhibiting courtesy and cooperation 

J. Discovers a warrant and arrests the violator 
1. Has dispatch confirm the warrant 
2. Requests backup 
3. Keeps an eye on the occupants 
4. Follows the steps of warrant arrest 

a) Approaches the driver and has him or her step out to the 
back of the vehicle when backup arrives 

b) Makes the arrest 
c) Releases the vehicle to a third party 
d) Leaves the vehicle parked in a secure area 
e) Impounds the vehicle if it is a traffic hazard 
f) Performs an inventory 
g) Takes the violator to jail 

 
III. After the Stop the Officer 

A. Clears with a disposition on the radio 
1. Verbal warning 
2. Ticket 
3. Enroute to jail 
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IV. Passengers may 
A. Give their information if you ask  
B. Refuse to give the requested information 
C. Exit the vehicle and leave because the driver is the only one 

detained 
 
V. Other Traffic Stop Scenarios 

A. The officer smells 
1. Marijuana 

a) Has the violator step out of the vehicle and calls for backup 
immediately 

b) Searches for marijuana wherever it may be hidden 
2. An alcoholic beverage 

a) Takes the keys out of the ignition if necessary 
b) Calls for backup 
c) Administers Standardized Field Sobriety Tests (SFSTs) 

B. The officer sees a gun on the passenger seat 
1. Draws his or her weapon 
2. Has the occupant exit the vehicle 
3. Puts the violator in handcuffs 
4. Performs a Terry Stop or Frisk 

C. The officer observes fervent movement, and then searches the area 
as a safety precaution 

D. The driver jumps out of the vehicle due to extreme emotion (anger, 
confusion, etc.); the officer has them get back into the vehicle 

 
VI. Examples of Various Driver Reactions 

A. Non-responsive   
B. Racially motivated 
C. Passive     
D. Mixed/combination 
E. Crying/emotional  
F. Verbally Angry 
G. Physically Angry 
H. Totally Compliant 

 
VII. Expected Reactions of Drivers  

A. Nervousness  (remember that this does not mean the violator is 
guilty of anything else) 

B. Extreme Nervousness (believe that something else is going on) 
C. Disrespectful 
D. Making racial accusations 
E. Complaining  
F. Verbally abusive 

1. Does not take it personally 
2. Appreciates the humor when appropriate 
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G. Nice and respectful until a ticket is received 
H. Always remember that there is no such thing as a routine traffic stop 
 

VIII. During Radio Procedures an Officer 
A. Identifies him or herself 
B. Tells dispatch when he or she is on a traffic stop by using the code 

“4111 traffic” 
C. Waits for dispatch to acknowledge, and then gives the location of 

the traffic stop 
D. Tells dispatch the license plate twice 
E. Uses the following call letters: 

A-Adam H-Henry O-Ocean V-Victor 

B-Boy  I-Ida  P-Paul W-William 

C-Charles J-John Q-Queen X-X-Ray 

D-David K-King R-Robert Y-Young 

E-Edward L-Lincoln S-Sam Z-Zebra 

F-Frank M-Mary T-Tom  

G-George N-Nora U-Union  

F. Gives any other pertinent information, such as the number of 
occupants, suspicious movements or items, etc. 

G. Waits for dispatch to respond, and then makes an approach 
H. Says “4111 c eck one” after making initial contact  
I. Waits for dispatch to respond 
J. Gives dispatch the persons 

1. Last name  
2. First name 
3. Date of birth 
4. Sex and Race 

K. Waits for dispatch to acknowledge by calling his or her officer 
number 

L. Responds with “Go a ea ” 
M. Listens for dispatch response 
N. Says, “4111 receive” 
O. Says  “Go ahead and confirm the warrant,” if dispatch informs the 

officer that the violator has a warrant, and the officer decides to 
arrest the violator  

P. Says, “4111 is clear traffic with a (ticket or warning or arrest),” after 
completing the stop and returning to the squad car 

 
Activities 
1. Watch the You Tube videos involving traffic stops and critique them using 

the Basic Traffic Stops Checklist. Here are some options: 
A. Real footage of police officers being shot during a traffic stop 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3TDhgdwUeQ&feature=related  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3TDhgdwUeQ&feature=related
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MEpUtoUzE4U  
 

B. Real footage of a Texas officer assaulted during a traffic stop  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0dBMHF3QvtA&feature=related  
 

C. Real footage of comical traffic stops 
http://blutube1.policeone.com/Clip.aspx?key=32C87A9DB4ED6336 
 

2. Have students practice calling out license plates with a partner. They may 
alternate roles as officer and dispatcher. When the students are ready, 
have the students write out the phonetic alphabet from memory.  
 

3. Have each student demonstrate a basic traffic stop while the other students 
evaluate them in writing. They may use the Basic Traffic Stops Checklist or 
write down one strong skill and one skill that needs improvement. The peer 
evaluations may be assessed. Allot time for practice before the evaluation. 

 
Assessments 
Basic Traffic Stops Exam 
Basic Traffic Stops Checklist 
Discussion Rubric 
 
Materials 
Basic Traffic Stops Power Point 
Fake traffic tickets 
Classroom chairs is actual cars are not available 
Gun belt 
Radios (optional) 
 
Resources 
Texas Commission on Law Enforcement Officers Standards and Education 

(TCLOESE) Training 
Officer’s experience on-the-job 
 
Accommodations for Learning Differences 
For reinforcement, students watch more videos (You Tube, etc.) and critique 
what the officer did or did not do right. 
 
For enrichment, students ride out with a police officer and observe how they 
do a traffic stop. 
 
State Education Standards 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Career and Technical Education 
§130.293. Law Enforcement I (One to Two Credits).  
(14) The student analyzes reasonable suspicion and probable cause for motor 
vehicle traffic stops. The student is expected to:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MEpUtoUzE4U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0dBMHF3QvtA&feature=related
http://blutube1.policeone.com/Clip.aspx?key=32C87A9DB4ED6336
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(A) apply techniques used to assess risk in vehicle stops;  
(B) comply with local established policies and procedures;  
(C) execute a simulated traffic stop using the seven-step violator 
contact method 
 

College and Career Readiness Standards 
Cross-disciplinary Standards 
I. Key Cognitive Skills 
 A. Intellectual curiosity 
 2. Accept constructive criticism and revise personal views when 

valid evidence warrants. 
 
Social Studies Standards 
IV. Analysis, Synthesis, and Evaluation of Information 
 C. Critical Listening 
 1. Understand and interpret presentations (e.g., speeches, 

lectures, informal presentations) critically.  
V. Effective Communication 
 A. Clear and coherent oral and written communication 

1. Use appropriate oral communication techniques depending on 
the context or nature of the interaction. 
2. Use conventions of standard written English. 
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Name:_________________________                 Date:___________________________ 

Basic Traffic Stops Exam 

 
_____1) What are some reasons an officer would perform a traffic stop? 

a) Observes a traffic offense 
b) Responds to a call and sees a vehicle leave the offense location that matches the 

description of the suspect vehicle 
c) Both a and b  
d) None of the above 

 
_____2) The officer needs to park behind and to the right of the violator when pulling him over. 

a) True 
b) False 

 
_____3) An officer should observe the occupants of the suspect vehicle and look for unusual 

movement. 
a) True 
b) False 

 
_____ 4) At night time, it is important to shine the spot light where? 

a) Into the center of the vehicle 
b) At the driver's side mirror  
c) a or b 
d) None of the above 

 
_____5) It is not important for an officer to keep the element of surprise on his side. 

a) True 
b) False 

 
_____6) It is best for an officer to take his or her time when approaching the vehicle. 

a) True 
b) False 

 
_____7) When an officer approaches the vehicle, he or she first needs to: 

a) Get organized and prepared 
b) Watch for oncoming traffic before exiting the vehicle  
c) Make sure she has all the necessary equipment 
d) Both b and c 

 
_____8) When the officer is talking to the violator, he or she needs to: 

a) Allow his gun side to be exposed to the driver 
b) Ignore the other occupants of the vehicle 
c) Position himself advantageously 
d) All of the above 
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____9) While talking to the violator, the officer also needs to: 

a) Look for contraband  
b) Pay attention to odors coming from the vehicle 
c) Make sure he can see the driver's hands at all times 
d) All of the above 

 
_____10) It is important for the officer to identify him or herself. 

a) True 
b) False 

 
_____11) It is not important for the officer to state which police department employs him or her. 

a) True 
b) False 

 
_____12) Which of the following should the officer obtain from the driver? 

a) Driver's license 
b) Birth certificate 
c) Proof of insurance  
d) Both a and c 

 
_____13) The passengers of the vehicle are required to give the officer their names. 

a) True 
b) False 

 
_____14) An officer is being professional by thanking the violator for their courtesy and 

cooperation. 
a) True 
b) False 

 
_____15) If an officer discovers that the driver has a warrant, what does the officer need 

dispatch to do before arresting the person? 
a) Agree with the officer 
b) Confirm the warrant with the agency that issued it 
c) Call the officer's supervisor to see if the officer should make the arrest 
d) All of the above 

 
_____16) It is normal for the driver to be nervous while the officer is talking to them. 

a) True 
b) False 

 
_____17) What should an officer do before he or she impounds a vehicle? 

a) A search 
b) An inventory 
c) A report 
d) Nothing  it is t e tow truck  river’s responsibility 
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Basic Traffic Stops Exam Key 

 
1. C 
2. B 
3. A 
4. C 
5. B 
6. B 
7. D 
8. C 
9. D 
10. A 
11. B 
12. D 
13. B 
14. A 
15. B 
16. A 
17. B 
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Name:_________________________                 Date:___________________________ 
 

Basic Traffic Stop Checklist 

Task steps  
1 pt. 
each  

1. Confirms the location and license plate  

2. Checks for traffic before exiting the vehicle  

3. Checks the trunk  

4. Identifies self and department  

5. Advises of traffic offense  

6. Asks if there was a reason for the offense  

7. Obtains license and insurance  

8. Confirms that the address on the license is correct  

9. Observes the vehicle while returning to squad car  

10. Checks for warrants  

11. Observes the driver while writing ticket  

12. Waits for return before approaching the violator again  

13. Gives a warning/ticket and expresses thanks for courtesy and cooperation  

14. Keeps his or her gun side away from violator  

15. Uses proper radio procedures  

16. Says “you” instead of “I”  

17. Is vocally assertive   

Total points possible 17  

 
 
 

Instructor’s Signature     Date 
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Name_______________________________________                                   Date_______________________________ 

 
Discussion Rubric 

 

Objectives 
4 pts. 
Excellent 

3 pts. 
Good 

2 pts. Needs Some 
Improvement 

1 pt. Needs Much 
Improvement 

N/A Pts. 

Participates in group discussion 
      

Encourages others to join the 
conversation 

      

Keeps the discussion progressing 
to achieve goals 

      

Shares thoughts actively while 
offering helpful recommendations to 
others 

      

Gives credit to others for their ideas  
      

Respects the opinions of others 
      

Involves others by asking questions 
or requesting input 

      

Expresses thoughts and ideas 
clearly and effectively 

      

 
Total Points (32 pts.) 

 

Comments: 
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