2020-2021 Reopening Plans
Welcome Back Tigers
FHS Parents & Students,
As we prepare for the 2020-2021 academic year, Fayetteville City Schools and FHS
have been working diligently to plan our return to school in August. As our students and staff
safety is always our highest concern, Fayetteville High School will make every effort and use
an abundance of caution to adjust our daily procedures and routines throughout the 2020-2021
academic year to mitigate risk factors. We appreciate your patience and understanding as we
all work together to provide our students with a quality school experience, while also being
sensitive to current circumstances. Because of the ever-changing nature of the COVID-19
pandemic, please understand that we will revisit our plan frequently. While we certainly will do
our best to maintain consistency for our students and staff, adjustments may be needed based
on school needs or any changes in federal/state/local guidance. Changes will be
communicated with our stakeholders as they occur.

Delivery of Academic Instruction
● Traditional/In-person Learning: FHS students
attend courses on campus daily where they will
observe a traditional seven period day. Digital
learning supports will be used as needed to
supplement curriculum per teacher discretion.
o We will have a staggered schedule the
first week of school in order to limit the
number of students in the building. This
will allow us to familiarize our students
with new protocols and changes due to
the current pandemic
o Schedule
● Monday August 3- 9th grade
● Tuesday August 4th- 10th grade
● Wednesday August 5th- 11th grade
● Thursday August 6th- 12th grade
● Friday August 7th- All grades
● FHS Virtual Learning Academy- Edmentum Courseware Library: The student/family elects to
participate in learning and coursework via electronic and digital formats. This option will be
available for students/families with concerns related to the ongoing pandemic. Student
coursework and instruction will be delivered via electronic means, but FHS staff will be
available to provide academic support. It is important to note that some class offerings may be
limited for some courses due to availability of online selections. Families who select the virtual
learning option will receive a packet detailing the program specifics once the students and
parents have chosen the virtual option. Students choosing this option will be required to use
the school-issued Chromebook at the cost of $25.00 nonrefundable fee.

* Students who wish to change their virtual option for learning must do so only at the end of the
current 9-week grading period. In the interest of what’s best for the child, emergency changes
to learning options will be reviewed by the building administration on a case by case basis.

School Hours
● The school building will be open to students at 7:00am.
● We do encourage families with flexible morning schedules to consider dropping off students
between 7:45-7:55am if they want to further limit their student’s potential exposure to larger
student groups.
● Students should arrive no later than 7:55 so that they may have adequate time to prepare for
the day.
● Breakfast will be served between 7:15am and 7:50am. Students arriving after 7:45am may go
through the serving line receive breakfast, but then must proceed directly to their homeroom
class.

Bus Information
● Buses will be available for those with transportation needs, however we encourage those that
can provide their own transportation to do so in an effort to limit contact.
● Students riding the bus will be required to wear a mask and will be expected to sit in an
assigned seat.

Student Arrivals
● Students will be seated in the commons area and gym (as needed) in marked seating until
7:45am at which time they will be dismissed to homeroom. Students will be expected to
practice appropriate social distancing practices and maintain spacing as requested by the
administration.
●

Drivers and car riders should enter the building at
the Front Entrance so that temperature checks
can be conducted. Once on campus, students
should immediately enter the building. Students
should refrain from gathering outside the building
or in the parking lot.

●

Bus Riders will enter the building through the
Back Entrance by the cafeteria. All bus riders will
have their temperature checked once they are
dropped off at school.

● Once students are in the building, they will not be permitted to return to their cars or parking lot
for any reason. If it is an emergency, a staff member will assist as needed.

● All students must undergo temperature checks prior to entrance into the school building. Late
arrivals will enter at the office area and the student will have their temperature checked before
being released to class.

Visitors to the Building
● To minimize environmental risk factors during the pandemic, visitors to the school will need to
utilize the buzzer system located at the front of the school. Visitors will be asked to remain in
the front vestibule area to limit potential exposure to the student body. A staff member will be
on hand to give specific directions using the call box once the need for the visit has been
determined.
● Any visitors to the building will be required to wear a mask upon entry and masks will be
available for use if needed.
● Parents/guardians needing to speak to a teacher or administrator can make an appointment
via email or contact the school secretary.
● Visitors admitted into the building will be
screened for temperature and wellness.
● Student checkouts will be coordinated with the
school secretary. Parents will not need to come
into the building to pick up children. Once
identification of the guardian and the reason for
check out has been verified, we will send the
student out to meet the guardian or authorized
individual.
● Parents/guardians who need to drop off personal items for a student will use the buzzer
system and then place the items to be delivered into a designated receptacle located in the
front vestibule. School staff will collect the items, notify the student, and deliver the items.

Masks
● Guidelines for students
Students in grades 9-12 are highly encouraged to wear face coverings when physical
distancing is difficult. While the district does not intend to require mask wearing as part of the
enforceable dress code, the faculty and staff will make it clear it is a strongly encouraged and
acceptable practice to limit exposure. Unfortunately, due to mask availability, FHS cannot
provide each student with a mask every day. We will however keep masks on hand for special
circumstances. When students can be social distanced 6 feet within classrooms, mask
prompting and encouragement will lessen. However, in crowded spaces (changing
classes, riding a bus, close proximity environments or other situations where distancing may
be difficult to create) reminders and prompts to wear a mask will be issued from teachers and
administrators.

● Guidelines for Teachers and Staff
Staff members will wear masks or clear face coverings and model those opportunities with
their students. Teachers will be required to wear masks when working within close proximity of
the students. Teachers will implement social distancing, strategic seating/grouping, and hand
sanitizing/handwashing as often as possible.

School Lunch and Cafeteria
● All cafeteria personnel will wear plastic face shields or masks and gloves while preparing and
serving food.
● Tables will be disinfected before and after meals and between lunches.
● Second chance breakfast will be offered during 3rd period each day.
● Three lunch periods will be offered to reduce student numbers and improve distancing
practices.

Classroom/School Procedures
● All teachers and staff will have their temperatures checked daily.
● Classroom doors will remain open during class changes to avoid students having to touch door
handles.
● Class transitions will be monitored closely with specific traffic patterns laid out.
● Hall passes will be limited unless a student has a specific medical condition documented with
the school nurse.
● Student desks and classrooms will be
arranged to maximize physical space and
improve distancing.
● Classroom desks/tables will be sanitized often
as possible during the day and receive a
thorough cleaning at the end of each day.
● Communal supplies will not be used during
classes. Students are expected to have their
own supplies and materials per teacher
request.
● Teachers will communicate what supplies are needed for each class but students will be
encouraged to carry supplies with them throughout the day to limit crowding at locker areas
● Students and staff are encouraged to wear
masks, especially during group activities and
any situation where safe distance cannot be
maintained.

Facilities
● All areas will be sanitized as frequently as possible. The school will be thoroughly sanitized by
custodial staff at the close of each school day.
● Signage will be posted throughout the building with guidance on how to slow the spread of the
virus.
● Water fountains will be closed to limit exposure to students. We encourage students to bring
their own water bottles.

● Students are encouraged to take advantage of water and low calorie bottled drinks available in
the vending machines.
● Commonly touched surfaces such as entry door handles, stair railings, etc. will be sanitized
often during the course of the day.
● Access to shared spaces will be limited and machines/surfaces will be sanitized after student
use.

COVID-19 Management Protocols
According to the CDC, the following are symptoms of COVID-19
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Fever (100.4 F or higher) or chills
Cough
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Fatigue
Muscle or body aches
Headache
New loss of taste or smell
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Nausea or vomiting
Diarrhea

This list does not include all possible symptoms. CDC will continue to update this list as we
learn more about COVID-19.
● Temperature checks will occur for every student and adult entering the buildings daily
until further notice.
● Confidentiality will be maintained in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPPA), and Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA).
● Protocol 1- Indirect COVID-19 contact or individual exhibits symptoms or fever based
on screening
o Individual must quarantine for a minimum of 72 hours or until symptom
free
● Protocol 2- Individual tests COVID-19 positive
o Individual must quarantine for 14 days
● Protocol 3- Individual has direct contact* with a COVID-19 positive individual.
o Individual quarantines for 14 days
*Direct contact is defined as being within six feet of a COVID-19 positive person for ten minutes
or more

Thank you
As we begin the 2020-2021 school year, we greatly appreciate your support and flexibility as we
work through day to day decision making. We will continue to follow the guidance of the Tennessee
Department of Education, the CDC guidelines, and engage in safe and healthy practices for all
students, faculty, and staff, and community.
Please feel free to contact the school at any time with questions or concerns. We are excited to
see our students and look forward to a terrific year at Fayetteville High School. We appreciate your
patience and understanding as we all work together to provide our students with a quality school
experience, while also being sensitive to current circumstances.
*Please note that FHS and FCS reserve the right to adjust protocols and procedures as
needed

